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Formative Assessment with Chromebooks

Using technology to provide
formative assessments can
give you instant feedback
about your students and
their learning. There are
several good tools that are
designed to make assess-
ments quick and easy.

Using an online tool or app
for assessment keeps stu-
dents engaged. Usually
these activities are very
interactive. They also can
include fun music and
bright colors to create an
energized, game-like at-
mosphere. The types of
feedback and data analysis
varies by the tool. Some
integrate directly with
Google Classroom. Some
are designed to be teacher-
led while others are de-
signed to let students work

at their own pace.

When thinking
about using an as-
sessment tool you
should decide what
the goal is for your
lesson. Do you want
to have an informal,
fun review or do you
want to gather data
on student performance?

This newsletter will ex-
plain some tool options,
provide a comparison be-
tween the tools and why
you might want to use each
of them for different sce-
narios.

A great website with form-
ative assessment tools can
be found here:

What is Quizizz?-Student directed

Quizizz is a fun multiplay-
er classroom activity, that
allows students to practice
together.

It works on all Internet
devices and there is an App
that has been installed on
the Chromebooks.

A big plus for Quizizz is
that it integrates directly
with Google Classroom!

Why I like Quizizz:
It 1s student directed

e All of the information
is displayed on the
student device

e The teacher can easily
see the progress of all
students as they work
on the quiz.

Assess

Which tool works best?

URL:

Top Tech Tools for Forma-
tive Assessment

https:/
wWww.commonsense.org/
education/top-picks/top-
tech-tools-for-formative-
assessment

If you want to use one of
these assessments tools
in your classroom and
would like some help—
Give me a call at x1035

e Quizizz can be assigned

as homework—all stu-
dents need is the game
code and they can com-
plete the work at any
time.

e  Quizizz provides more

data reporting options .
Results can be down-
loaded as an Excel
spreadsheet.

e URL: Quizizz

https://quizizz.com


https://www.commonsense.org/education/top-picks/top-tech-tools-for-formative-assessment
https://www.commonsense.org/education/top-picks/top-tech-tools-for-formative-assessment
https://quizizz.com
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What is Kahoot?—Teacher directed

Students love competing with each
other in Kahoot games. Kahoot offers
both classic and team modes which
allow students to play a game as an
individual or with a group. Students
earn points by answering questions
quickly and accurately, and enjoy
watching the leaderboard throughout
the game.

The questions appear on the teachers
device and are projected onto the Pro-
methean board. Students will not see
the questions or answers on their de-

vices. They only see the symbols that
correlate with the answers and pick

from these to answer the question.

One plus is that Kahoot is teacher
directed. Students can not move onto
a new question until the teacher is
ready.

Why I like Kahoot:

e Students like the challenge of
competing against each other.

e Kahoot works well as a teaching-
tool as the teacher directs the
pace.

e New Addition: JUMBLE—
Jumble questions challenge

Formative Assessment

players to place answers in the
correct order rather than select-
ing a single correct answer.
Higher Order Thinking!

URL: Check Out Jumble

https://kahoot.com/blog/2016/12/13/
jumble-is-live/

2 Great Resources for stepping up
your game with Kahoot:

Kahoot Beyond the Basics

Creating and Playing Learning
Games

Other Technology Tools for Formative Assessment-Making Thinking Visible!

Show What You Know:
Screencasts are recordings of what is
happening on the screen of a device.
They can also capture audio.

You can use the Chromebooks with
tools like Screencast-O-Matic or
PixiClip. Students can create a
screencast to show their work—you
can see what they write on their page
and they can narrate what they were
thinking as they complete the steps.
Students can work in pairs or individ-
ually to record their thinking OR
make a product that can be shared as
a tutorial for other students.

URLS:

https://screencast-o-matic.com/

http://www.pixiclip.com/

Here is a great video that shows
how to use PixiClip with Google
Classroom.

PixiClip and Google Classroom

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=d52QbQ-RUnA

Exit Tickets:

FlipGrid is a video response plat-
form. Teachers can have online vid-
eo discussions with students and
provide written feedback and give
them a score on performance.
FlipGrid allows you to use video the
way your students do!

Post the question: “What did you
learn today?” for students to answer
before leaving class. Even better
flip the camera and have students
explain what they created or accom-
plished today!

URL: http://www.flipgrid.com

A great explanation video can be
found at:

FlipGrid with Google Classroom

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

Plickers: Tech without Tech!!

If you don’t want to take time getting
Chromebooks and having students on
devices use Plickers.

The teacher just needs to add the
Plicker app to their cell phone and
scan the student cards as they hold
them up. You could also use a
Chromebook. This is probably the
quickest way to integrate formative
assessment.

Print out the cards that contain a
unique number you assign to stu-
dents. The students hold up the side
of the card that represents their an-
swer choice. Using your phone cam-
era and the app you scan the room
and Plicker records students answers
based on the card they are holding.

Check out this help resource:
Getting Started with Plickers

I am available to help you in your

classroom with these tools—I can

also add the apps to the

Chromebooks.

Contact me at x1035



https://kahoot.com/blog/2016/12/13/jumble-is-live/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LCyvqPjWLHBqFrl-2SnRL2srfKh8TADaM_RyUGmsrDM/edit
https://files.getkahoot.com/academy/Kahoot_Academy_Guide_1st_Ed_-_March_2016_-_WOA.pdf
https://files.getkahoot.com/academy/Kahoot_Academy_Guide_1st_Ed_-_March_2016_-_WOA.pdf
http://www.flipgrid.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XagoLDPBXOk
https://plickers.app.box.com/s/7w6x5t4jlm5q55lx61fzd0x8zudc0k04
https://screencast-o-matic.com/
http://www.pixiclip.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d52QbQ-RUnA
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To Check for
Understanding

1. Summary Poem Activity:
= List 10 key words from an assigned text.
= D a frea verse poem with the words you highlighted.
= Write a summary of the reading based on the words
you highlighted.

2. Invent the Quiz

= Write 10 higher-order text questions related to the content.

Pick 2 and answer them in half a page.
3. The 411
= Describe the author’s objective.
4. Opinion Chart

= List opinions about the content in one half of a T-chart.
and support your opinions in the right colurmn.

5. 5o What? Journal
= Identify the main idea of the lesson. Why is it important?
&. Rate Understanding
7. Clickers (Response System)
B. Teacher Observation Checklist
9. Explaining
« Explain the main idea using an analogy.
10. Evaluate

= What is the author’s main point? What are the arguments
for and against this idea?

11. Describe

= What are the important characteristsics or features of the
main concept or idea of the reading?

12. Define
= Pick out an important word or phrase that the author
introduces. What does this word or phrase mean?
13. Compare & Contrast

= ldentify the theory or idea the author is advancing.
Then identify an opposite theory. What are the similar-
[tine mnd differences balwearn thess ldees?
14. QGuestion Stems

= | believe that becausa
=lamconfusedby

15. Mind Map
= Create a mind map that represents a concept using a
ARG rarr=veaiing ool Wil GLIMYY Prowicin your teechar
classmates with the link to your mind map.

16. Intrigue Journal

= List the five most interesting, controversial, or resonant
ideas you found in the readings. Include page #s and
a short rationale (100 words) for your selection.

17. Advertisement

= Create an ad, with visuals and text, for the newly learned
concapt.

18. 5 Words
= What 5 words would you use to describe ?
Explain and justify your choices.
19, Muddy Moment
» What frustrates and confuses you about the text? Why?
20. Collage
» Create a collage around the lesson’s themes. Explain
your chiodces in one paragraph.
21. Letter
= Explain
22. Talk Show Panel

= Have a cast of experts debate the finer points
of .

23, Study Guide

= What are the main topics, supporting details, important
person’s contributions, terms, and definitions?

in a letter bo your best friend.

24, lustration

» Dirawr a picture that llustrates a relationship between
terms in the text. Explain in one paragraph your visual
reprasentation.

25. KWL Chart

= What do you know, what do you want o know, and
what have you learmed?

26. Sticky Motes Annotation

» Uise sticky notes to describe key passages that are nota-
ble or that you have questions about.

27.3-2-1
= I things you found out, 2 interesting things, and
1 question you still have.
28. Outline

= Represent the organization of by outlining it.
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